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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The “Birdhouse” Art Exhibit & Auction Returns to Athens 
 
(Athens, GA) After a quarter-century hiatus, one of Athens’ quirkiest fine arts shows is returning in 2018. The 
Ultimate Birdhouse Exhibit & Auction will be held on April 14th at the State Botanical Garden of Georgia, with 
proceeds benefitting Athens Area Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Originally known as “The Home Show,” the birdhouse auction was the brainchild of UGA art professor Alex 
Murawski and current Oconee Area Resource Council executive director Ann Hester. Running from 1990 to 1992, 
the event featured some of the region’s top artists as well as celebrity contributors such as R.E.M.’s Michael Stipe, 
former mayor Gwen O’Looney, and “father of ecology” Eugene Odom. Bidders included UGA presidents Henry 
King Stanford and Charles Knapp. 
 
This year’s event features 41 area artists whose work ranges from fine jewelry to folk art, blown glass, ceramics, 
woodwork, textiles, metalsmithing, and multi-media. Hester and Murawski have returned to help coordinate the 
event, with the assistance of Didi Dunphy of the Lyndon House Arts Center. 
 
“The original Home Shows were known for their diversity and creativity,” says Athens Habitat outreach director 
Bridget Sivewright. “There were birdhouses modeled after the double-barrel cannon, the Varsity, the UGA chapel, a 
Chinese pagoda, an Airstream trailer, and even a 3-D rendering of a Jack Davis cartoon, as well as completely 
original works that are utterly one of a kind. Our artists have not disappointed us this year, because the variety is 
truly astounding.” 
 
Some participating artists — such as folk artist Brantley Settle, husband and wife team Jane and Jim Pinneau, and 
glassworker Christie Moody — are veterans of all the previous shows, while others are submitting work for the first 
time. They range in age from the nationally known metalworker Harold Rittenberry, who turns 80 this year, to 
textile artist Emma Taylor who is a student at Clarke Central High.  
 
More information about the event, as well as artist bios, photos of the artworks, and tickets to the auction are 
available at AthensHabitat.com/birdhouse-2018. Works will be exhibited around town prior to the auction at Athens 
Art & Frame, Aurum Studios, Austin Sumner Properties, Chastain Jenkins & Leathers, and Lyndon House Arts 
Center. 


